
Dissertation Completion
Fellowships

THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY | THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Dr. Adrienne P. Stephenson, Director
Dr. Thomas J. Whitley, Assistant Director

Office of  Graduate Fellowships and Awards (OGFA)



Things to consider…
- Managing TIME/OBLIGATIONS
- General Application Timeline
- When to Apply
- Fit
- Common Application Components
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Getting Started

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each fellowship enables a student to focus full time on research and writing. This improves quality of the work and shortens the time to complete the degree. 
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Application Timeline
Time Prior to Deadline Task to Complete

It’s Never Too Early to Get Started Meet with OGFA to discuss funding 
opportunities

3-4 Months Create a funding search template & submit to 
OGFA

2-3 Months

Submit an initial draft of documents to OGFA 
for structure & content review
Submit draft to major professor for review
Submit draft to the Writing Center for review

2 Months Submit revised drafts to OGFA/Writing Center

1 Month Obtain all required signatures

1 Month Submit revised to drafts to OGFA/Writing
Center

1-2 Weeks Submit application



• Most fund final year of  writing
• Consider where you are in your program/where 

you’ll be
• Have you finished your prospectus?
• What if  I’m still collecting data/conducting 

research?
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When to Apply



• Demographics (gender, nationality, ethnicity, etc.)
• Research (may be discipline specific)
• Read award criteria very closely
• Why should they invest in you?
• How does your work fit into their scope and further 

their mission?
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Finding the Right 
Fellowship for You

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These require a lot of work, you should only apply to a couple, so they should be a good fitEvaluation CriteriaScholars asked to review applications in this program are instructed to use the following four criteria:The potential of the project to advance the field of study in which it is proposed and make an original and significant contribution to knowledge.The quality of the proposal with regard to its methodology, scope, theoretical framework, and grounding in the relevant scholarly literature.The feasibility of the project and the likelihood that the applicant will execute the work within the proposed time frame.The applicant's record of scholarly engagement and potential for scholarly achievement.
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Common Application 
Components

• CV
• Abstract
• Proposal / Research Statement
• Sample Chapter
• Budget
• Timeline 
• Letters of  Recommendation
• IRB Approval (if  applicable)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CVTailor for this specific fellowshipAbstractMight be short but still very important. Should be very clear (elevator pitch)ProposalGive them what they’re asking forSample ChapterThis should be presented as a completed and polished chapter (generally should not be intro, lit review, or conclusion)Page limitBudgetWork with your advisor/PI; must be realistic and reasonableTimelineTake this very seriously, as it shows feasibilityCan be an asset for you even if you do not win the fellowshipResearch progress made to date and your planned sequence of tasks to be completed, with estimated timetable.LOROne should be from your advisor/PIShould speak to your project, its impact on the field, and your ability to complete the project according to your proposed timelineGive your recommenders your application materials (proposal, timeline, etc.)IRB
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Tips/Suggestions

• Demonstrate feasibility
• Consider your audience

• How technical should it be?
• Start early
• Review, Revise, Repeat

• Who will review it for you?
• Follow all formatting requirements
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http://ogfa.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu651/files/imported/Dissertation%20Completion%20Fellowships.pdf


The Office of  Graduate Fellowships and Awards
Honors, Scholars, Fellows House

127 Honors Way 

ogfa-info@fsu.edu
ogfa.fsu.edu
850-645-0850
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Contact Information

/ogfafsu@ogfafsu

mailto:OGFA-info@fsu.edu
http://www.ogfa.fsu.edu/
https://twitter.com/ogfafsu
https://www.facebook.com/ogfafsu
https://www.facebook.com/ogfafsu
https://twitter.com/ogfafsu
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